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Image of Woman in Japanese Textbooks in Postwar Days

— A Focus on “Madame Curie” —

Shinji IKUTA

The purpose of this paper is to consider a part of image of woman in Japanese textbooks in postwar days
by examining teaching materials of "Madame Curie.” The image of Madame Curie in teaching materials is as
follows, (1) Effort, (2) Love to her family, (3) Altruism, (4) Desire for learning, (5) Patriotism, (6) Cooperation
with her husband, (7) Love to her husband, (8) Being good mother. Some of these are manly images, and
images of Madame Curie are also manly ones. It shows the image that women can participate in the society
in the same way as men. The image of Madame Curie in Japanese textbooks swings between manly image
and classical womanly ones.
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