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“Kikyorai no Ji” composed by NOBUTOKI Kiyoshi

YAMADA Hiroaki

In 2021, I released the CD “ ‘Umi Yukaba’ Kiyoshi Nobutoki Songbook”, sung by alto singer Akiko Ogawa on
my own piano. This two-disc set contains the title work “Umi Yukaba” and many songs composed by Kiyoshi
Nobutoki, but the author especially recommends “Kikyorai no Ji”. This song is written for the famous poem of
Chinese poet Tao Yuanming, but it is a long work with a length of 16 minutes, which is unusual for a single song.
Therefore, this song is rarely played, and as far as the author knows, our CD is the first recording of “Kikyorai
no Ji”. Kiyoshi Nobutoki has left many songs, but this song, which he published at the age of 63 in 1950, should
be better known as his masterpiece. In this paper, the author analyze “Kikyorai no Ji” and clarify the
characteristics and charm of this song.
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