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On the Hierarchical Position of Copulas

Kazushige Moriyama

Naruto University of Education

Abstract

This paper is concerned with the structural position of the copulas da/desu in Japanese. In
previous studies, it has been proposed that da and desu, which occur in several constructions, occupy
the head of FocP (Endo & Maeda 2020; Hiraiwa & Ishihara 2002, 2012; Kuwabara 2013; Maeda 2014,
Noguchi 2020, 2021; Ono 2006). This paper points out that the previous claim fails to account for the
sets of data which we present. It further argues that the copulas are located in the head of CopP, which
is in a structural position below TP. In the course of the discussion, three sets of data are provided to
identify the locus of the copulas. First, the use of -fa ‘PST’ as reminiscence offers a means to show that
the copulas occur structurally below TP. Second, the alternation between da/desu and de-ari-masu
‘COP-exist-HON’ suggests that the copulas cannot be base-generated in CP. Finally, this paper proposes
that the copulas da and desu serve as the head of CopP based on the fact that the modal marker mai ‘not
probable’ must not be attached to them. In addition to the copulas da/desu, we also examine the structural
positions of masu ‘HON,’ de-aru ‘COP-V,” and de-ari-masu ‘COP-exist-HON.’



