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An annual lesson plan of Social Studies for The Hawaii Japanese School
— Rainbow Plan 2015 —

Masao KONISHI @ Naruto University of Education
Kikuko SHIMIZU : The Hawaii Japanese School

Rainbow Gakuen is a school in Honolulu, Hawaii in the US, which offers supplementary Japanese

lessons on only Saturdays to Japanese-speaking students who live in the area.

Social Studies lessons are required from 5th grade to 9th grade, and Japanese text books which are
in accordance to the course of study in Japan are used. However, the school is faced with unique issues
regarding teaching environment such as only being able to teach about 1/3 of the curriculum of what
is taught in Japan because of the shortage in class time. Because of these issues, the teaching has been

done in a forced manner.

This paper discusses the reality of the Social Studies lessons offered at these supplementary schools,

as well as what the annual course plan should be in attempt basis and from many different viewpoints.
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