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A Study on the Elenientary School Education of Rural Japan in the
Meiji Period: a Case of Shimogurose-Village

Kazuaki KAJII

The present this writer started case studies on the development of elementary school education of rural Japan in the
modern period making use of the record of GAKKOUENKAKUSHI. This paper taking up a case of Shimogurose-village is its
first report. GAKKOUENKAKUSHI owned by Shimogurose elementai’y school in Kurose-town Kamo-district Hiroshima-
prefecture is a file of about three hundred and fifty sheets of paper and written about laws and regulations regarding education
and events in its school from 19" century onwards in chronological form. Its GAKKOUENKAKUSHI consists of the following
four parts. The first is history of organization, the second is history of staff, the third is history of government office director and
administrator, the fourth is history of schoolhouse. v k ‘

This paper focuses on four problems concerned with the process of establishment of elementary school education in
Shimogurose-village as a farm village: (1)the course of elementary school education in the early Meiji period, (2)the iocal
finance and school management, (3)the elementary school attendance and epidemics, (4)the relationship between elementary
school and villagers. Attempting to analize these problems, particularly such a case as Shimogurose-village that historical
documents on educational administration was scattered and lost, we should regard GAKKOUENKAK USHI of the same kind as

important.



