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Utsushi-Reijyo in Tokushima Prefecture

Jun YAMAMOTO

(key word: pilgrimage, pilgrim; holy place, Henro, Utsushi-reijyo, Tokushima)

There are two famous pilgrimages in Japan. They are Saigoku-junrei and Shikoku-henro. Shikoku-henro has 88 holy
places and-pilgrims travel around by walking from 1st place Ryozenji temple to 88th Ookuboji temple. The distance is
1500 km , so pilgrims have to do hard travel. Sikoku-henro is hard to achieve for people, so that they made a mimic
Sikoku -reijyo near their residence. It is named Utsushi-Reijyo. There are many Utsushi-reijos in Japan. But it is
difficult to study about Utsushi-reijyo, because it includes much variation.

I define four patterns of Utsushi-reijyo by two factors. One factor is who made or led it, and another factor is where
it was made. By this two factors, Utsushi-reijyo was divided four patterns. First is named "Satoyama type", it was made
by village people on a small mountain near their residence. Second is named "Mura-utsushi type", it was made by
village people around village. Third is named "Shugou type", it was made by bonze in his temple collectively. Forth is
named "Kuni-utsushi type", it was made by bonzes at wide area.

I found 82 Utsushi-reijyos in Tokushima Prefecture. 39 Utsushi-reijyos of 82 are the Satoyama type. 2 of 82 are the
Kuni-utsushi type. In Tokushima, Satoyama type is major and Kuni-utsushi type is rare. About the establishment year
of Utsushi-reijyos, the term 1900-1944 is the most. 25 Utsushi-reijyos were made during this term. It becomes a future

subject why many Utsusi-reijyos were made during this term.



