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Supporting Parent-Child “Living”— Care for Abused Children and Their Parents in Day-Care Centers

Michiko IWASAKI

In recent years, day-care centers are expected not only to care for children, but also to play a role in pro-
viding child-raising support to parents. Providing parent-child support means caring for the parent and child,
or in other words, supporting the parent and child in their “lives”.

This care requires a respect for the individuality of those concerned, sustained care, and a clear focus of
work duties on personal relationships.

Parent-child support provided by day-care centers utilizes an empowerment model predicated on maintaining
the family. This is a method of social work in which assistance is given that encourages family members to
use their own strengths. Day-care centers provide this assistance in the form of childcare to the children, and
in the form of child-raising support to the parents.

It became clear that describing “abuse”, escape from isolation, and the approach of the assisting person are
important elements for assistance provided to the parents. Nursery teachers who provide support require both
support from a supervisor and psychological support themselves. A future issue is expected to be the con-
struction of a follow-up system which allows continued support after a child graduates from day-care center.
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