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The Development of Elementary School Education in Agricultural
Area in Modern Japan:a Case of Nominoo-Village in Setouchi Region

Kazuaki KAJII

The forerunner of Nominoo elementary school (Higashihiroshima city) was Seiseisha, which was founded
at Nominoo-village in 1874. Seiseisha was a semi-public school which was supported by public expense,
school fees and donations. It was in 1900’s that Nominoo-Village established the educational finance founda-
tion and stabilized to run Nominoo ordinary elementary school as a village school.

They endeavored to enrich the content of course of study at this school in 1910’s. For example, an ad-
vanced course for graduated students was attached to an ordinary course (compulsory education) in 1914. We
have to give enough thought that some people were interested in this newly advanced course, other people
showed little interest in that. That is to say, there were two attitudes among people, namely, one attitude to
positively use the expanding education opportunity for the future of children and the other to count on chil-
dren as the labor force. The difference of attitude or thought for children’s education or training among peo-

ple was related to their economic and cultural background formed in history.
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