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The Best Interests of Children Involved in Social Care

— Lessons from a study of the elements necessary to raise children involved in social care —

Narumi MATSUMOTO

(Keywords : Social care, foster parents, best interests of children)

This study attempted to consider the ideal form of social care which respects the best interests of children,
by utilizing an interview survey to examine the elements required to raise the children involved in social care
from the viewpoint of those involved. It was found that children who have been subject to social care pro-
grams require the preparation and perpetual guarantee of a family-like environment to replace the family life
and relationships which were lost. When we considered what the best interests were of children involved in
this social care, we were confronted with the fact that no overall correct answer existed. This was because
the circumstances and problems were different for each individual child, and could only be resolved by indi-
vidual fine-tuned handling. Because of this, the true best interests of the children will never be identified un-
less the adults pay greater attention to the children involved, listen seriously to each individual, and hold the

children in true respect.
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