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Maps as addition to newspapers in modern Japan

TATUOKA Yuuzi

(keywords : journalistic cartography, newspaper addition, modern Japan)

Abstract:  In the first half of the twentieth century, Japanese newspaper companies occasionally offered
maps as addition to the main papers. The main aim of this practice was discrimination for sales promo-
tion, these maps are underestimated, or even forgotten, in spite of their contemporary influence. To investi-
gate these maps, the author made their list as the first step. 252 maps are listed.

This paper introduces general properties of these maps. (1) Osaka Mainichi offered more maps
than other companies. (2) Many map were offered in 1920’s and 1930’s. (3) At this time, larger maps were
offered. The size were mainly half of Japanese vellum (80 * 108 cm). (4) Maps were offered on various
occasions : (a) commemoration of the company ; (b) for greeting of new year or summer; (¢) commemo-
ration of railway constructions; (d) commemoration of new city; (e) war; (f) great events (exhibitions,
etc.); (2) hazards.
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