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Analysis and Study of Descriptive Contents
on Housing Education in Home Economics Textbooks

HAYAMI Takako® and NISHIMURA Mutsumi™**

(Keywords : home economics, housing education, textbooks, learning content)

Home economics is the study of lifestyle in general, including food, clothing, housing, family, consump-
tion, and environment. Few teaching hours are devoted to home economics, so little time is spent on each
of these topics. One report stated that less focus is given to housing field in particular than to other top-
ics, and instruction in this topic differs depending on the teacher. What to teach and how to teach it are
important factors for effective instruction in a limited time. This paper therefore lays out what should be
taught about housing field under current government curriculum guidelines. To do this, the authors deter-
mined instructional contents by comparing and studying the written contents of textbooks, the main teach-
ing materials used for this subject. In all, 22 textbooks were used for this study, all from the 2014 —15
school year:two used at the elementary school level, three in junior high school, and 17 in senior high
school (consisting of 10 focusing on “Home Basics,” six on “Comprehensive Home Economics,” and one
on “Life Design”). Analysis of the textbooks clarified what contents students should learn in elementary,
junior high, and senior high school.

*Department of Home Economics Education, Naruto University of Education
**Hyogo Prefectural Kakogawa Minami High School
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