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Abstract : Nowadays, pre-service science teachers have few chances to observe various plants other than those
listed in science textbooks as experiences of directly contacting natural plants and animals are decreasing.

Even if most of them can answer vegetable names correctly by looking at edible parts such as fruits, they have
little experience of observing how vegetables grow outdoors. In this research, we investigated how pre-service
science teachers observe living plants cultivated in daily life, and how correctly they can identify such plants
by performing an observation activity in order to reveal their actual knowledge and experience about plants. As
a result, we found that many pre-service teachers are not able to answer correctly the names of plants whose

flowers or edible parts cannot be directly observed, and they tend to observe mainly the shape of leaves.
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