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1. Introduction

　　According to Curriculum Development Center2, 
Nepal, the effectiveness of a curriculum relies on its 
implementation. The teaching method should be 
practical and effective in order to transfer the learning 
achievements set by the curriculum. Schools and 
classroom environment, as well as the activities 
conducted in classes are considered as the key 
elements for the successful implementation of the 
present-day formal school curriculum. The relations 
between school and community, teacher development 
and management, education materials and the 

evaluation system bring about great effects on the 
instructional approach. Similarly, instructional 
approaches are considerably significant from the 
angle of teaching and learning because a teacher has 
to play the role of a communicator, co-learner, 
facilitator, motivator and agent to make learners 
inquisitive in learning (CDC, 2007). Learning activities 
are conducted on the basis of textbooks designed in 
accordance with the curriculum developed at central 
government. The aspects such as grade teaching, 
multi grade teaching, subject teaching, community 
work and project work have not been given due 
importance. Teaching learning environment has 

Study Note

Impact of Model Drawing and Visualization to Solve Word Problem of 
Equation at Grade-8 in Nepal

Arvind Pratap ADHIKARI1, Hiroki ISHIZAKA

Global Education Course, Graduate School, Naruto University of Education

Abstract
　　This research aim is to know whether teaching word problems of mathematics to 
young learners through model drawing and visualizing is effective or not at basic 
school, especially for grade 8 students in Nepal. For this, 25 students were randomly 
selected as an experimental sample and pre-test consisting six-word problem 
administrated to the students to determine the baseline. The lesson structure of the 
experimental class was composed of Hogan & Forsten (2007)’s eight steps of model 
drawing approach guided through interpretation, visualization and mathematical 
equation. Finally, post-test consisting six-word problem administrated to the students 
to detect the effect. At last, through social validity survey students’ opinions about 
model drawing and visualization were collected. The data was analyzed using 
parametric t-test. The result shows a significant difference between the mean 
achievement of students before and after treatment. The use of model drawing, 
visualization and its impact on student learning shows that this approach improves 
student’s knowledge, comprehension and application ability to solve word problems of 
equation.

Keywords: model drawing, visualization, word problem, bar diagram, problem solving

１　Contact can be made through e-mail: adhikariarvin@gmail.com 
２　Curriculum Development Center is an organization under Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Nepal.

Impact of Model Drawing and Visualization to Solve Word Problem of Equation at Grade-8 in Nepal

133



happened to be more instruction-oriented than 
learning-oriented. Currently, teachers still follow the 
traditional approach. Therefore, the challenge of the 
day is to develop and implement curricula and 
curricular materials in good coordination with 
stakeholders so as to transform teaching into learning, 
establish collaborative learning, design child-centered 
instruction by using information and technology, 
learning through project work and group work (CDC, 
2019)3. To improve students’ learning, Nepal need to 
reforms of its educational system and teaching 
approaches. In Nepal, the basic education curriculum, 
2020 it is most recent and updated one, where learning 
area of mathematics was divided into six main areas 
namely; Set, Arithmetic, Mensuration, Geometry, 
Algebra, and Statistics. As part of the new basic 
mathematics curriculum, the ‘model drawing’ and 
‘structure-problem solving’ method were introduced 
as an innovative method to help students to solve 
word problems of mathematics (CDC, 2020). Actually, 
model drawing and visualization in teaching 
approaches that certainly help teachers in their 
teaching style and that also help to create better 
understanding in students so students can solve 
mathematical problems easily. 

　　Figure 1 shows that in national assessment of 
student’s achievement report 2011 and 2015 conducted 
by Ministry of Education, the learning achievement of 
mathematics in grade 3, 5 & 8 were 45%, 48%, and 
43% respectively. However, the national minimum 
standard is 60 percent so, the current score in 
mathematics was not sufficient and satisfactory. 

　　Figure 2 shows that in national assessment of 
student’s achievement report 2011 and 2015 conducted 
by Ministry of Education (MOE)4, the learning 
achievement of mathematics in grade 3, 5 and 8 
according to the question based on Knowledge and 
Comprehension (i.e., multiple-choice question) was 
better than the question based on Application and 
Higher Ability (i.e., word problem). Reasoning 
problems were considered as Higher Ability by MOE 
(2011).

　　Figure 3 indicates the learning achievements of 
grade five students were lowest in the content areas 
of Algebra (46%) and Numeracy (47%), the highest in 
Arithmetic’s (51%), and in Geometry (49%). The 
achievement in Algebra was remarkably lower 
compared to Numeracy, Arithmetic and Geometry.
 

1.1. Statement of the problem

　　•　　Up to grade 8, achievement in mathematics was 
below minimum standard 60 percent and 

３　Some of the references of CDC are available on website and contents are in Nepali language.
４　Ministry of Education (MOE) renamed as Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MOEST) with the decision of 
Cabinet in 2018 AD.

Figure 1. Achievement in Mathematics by Grades. 
Source: Developed by authors based on MOE (2011, 2015).

Figure 3. Achievement in various Content areas of Mathematics.
Source: Developed by authors based on MOE (2015).

Figure 2. Achievement in Mathematics by Types of Question.
Source: Developed by authors based on MOE (2011, 2015).
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student’s achievement was very low, especially 
in algebra. 

　　•　　Word problem has been challenging to 
understand and solve by the students in the 
area of Mathematics. 

　　•　　Teacher were unable to use innovative teaching 
method such as visualization & drawing in 
order to develop application and higher ability. 
Still teachers are using traditional pedagogy of 
teaching.

2. History of model drawing and visualization

　　The only document that has a rather complete 
narrative of the ‘model’ method is the monograph 
entitled “The Singapore model method for learning 
mathematics” (SMOE 2009), It is reported in the 
monograph that to help students overcome difficulties 
they were having with word problems, Dr Kho and 
his team in 1983 innovated a method, the ‘model’ 
method. The monograph does not state any research 
or curricula that guided the innovation (Kaur, 2019). In 
1983, the Singapore Ministry of Education (SMOE) 
officially introduced a heuristic involving diagram or 
model drawing known as the model method into the 
primary mathematics curriculum. The model method 
can be used as a tool for solving both arithmetic and 
algebraic word problems involving whole number, 
fraction, ratio, and percent (Kho, 1987). It was believed 
that if children were visualizing a simple arithmetic 
word problem or an algebraic word problem the 
structure underlying the problem would be made 
overt. Once children understood the structure of the 
problem, they were more likely to be able to solve it 
(Kho, 1987). 

3. What is model drawing and visualization? 

　　Model drawing is one of the most powerful 
teaching techniques that helps students to understand 
and solve word problems of mathematics easily. In 
this method word problems of mathematics are 
presented visually which helps students to understand 
the concept of the question. Basically, ‘drawing models’ 
requires us to draw boxes or rectangles to represent 
the numbers. It enables us to compare numbers, 
fractions, ratios and percentages easily. Most 
commonly, the model drawing is also known as bar 

modelling (Lim, 2017). This method is very useful up 
to grade 8 and also famous in Singapore, Third 
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS, 
2003). On the other hand, visualization refers to our 
ability to create pictures in our mind based on text we 
read or words we hear. This method is an ideal 
strategy to teach students who are having trouble 
reading (Arcavi, 2003). According to Miller (2004), 
teachers should follow the step by step plan to teach 
visualization. 
　　Hogan & Forsten, (2007) indicates the model 
drawing, a powerful problem-solving tool that opens 
new pathways to learning mathematics for students 
at every skill level. It offers a new way to teach 
students, using visual models and logical thinking to 
build problem-solving skills. Model drawing is just 
what the name implies: drawing simple visual models 
to represents word problems. The drawing help 
students to see-literally-what word problems are all 
about. That is pretty amazing stuff. And it really 
works! 
　　For students with mathematics difficulties, math 
word problem solving is especially challenging. 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) 
indicates that math word problem solving must be a 
fundamental part of mathematics, and underscores 
the interdependence between problem solving and 
successful conceptualization of mathematics across 
content and grade levels (NCTM, 2000; Cai and Lester, 
2010). However, math word problem solving continues 
to be a problem for many students. A report issued by 
the National Mathematics Advisory Panel US (NMAP) 
cited an example in which 45% of eighth-grade 
students were not able to solve a word problem that 
involved dividing fractions (NMAP, 2008). To examine 
the effects of a problem-solving strategy, bar model 
drawing, applied to the mathematical problem-solving 
skills of students with mathematics difficulties. The 
models do not depict actual objects from the word 
problem, but depict quantities and relationships 
between quantities (Ng & Lee, 2009). Representations 
similar to that of the ‘model’ method are also prevalent 
in other elementary school curricula. In Japan they 
are called tape diagrams and, in the US, “strip” 
diagrams (Murata, 2008).

3.1. Research Objectives and Questions
　　•　　To develop the lessons, applying the visualization 
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through model drawing approach for word 
problem of equation at the 8th grade. 

　　•　　To boost application skills and academic 
performance of students to solve word problem 
of equation through the developed lessons 
based on visualization and model drawing 
approach. 

For above two research objectives, the corresponding 
research questions were as follow: 
　　•　　What kind of lessons (lesson plan and material) 

can be developed, applying visualization 
through model drawing approach for word 
problem of the equation at 8th grade? 

　　•　　Can the developed lessons based on visualization 
through model drawing boost the application 
ability and academic performance of students 
to solve word problems of equations?

4. Methodology

　　In this study, one of the secondary schools in 
Nepal was randomly selected as a sample. There 
were six sections (A-F) in 8th grade at that school. 
For the study 25 students of section F were chosen 
randomly as an experimental class (EC). Pre-test, 
intervention lessons, and post-test were utilized to 
detect the effect of the study. After intervention 
lesson, social validity survey was used for students to 
know student’s opinion about model drawing and 

visualization.

4.1. Pre-test
　　Pre-test was conducted to measure base line of 
students before face to face class was closed because 
of Covid-19. Pre-test consisting six questions, two of 
them simple question to measure knowledge and 
comprehension and four of them word problem to 
measure application and higher ability; were asked to 
the students.

4.2. Intervention of Lesson
　　Because of Covid-19 situation, total of twenty-five 
students of grade eight from one of the schools of 
Nepal participated in this study. The online 
experimental class was taught by one of the authors. 
The lesson structure of the experimental class was 
composed of Hogan & Forsten, (2007)’s eight steps of 
model drawing approach guided through 
interpretation, visualization and mathematical 
equation in Figure 4.
　　To see the effect of model drawing and 
visualization, in total six intervention lessons of word 
problem were implemented in the topic of application 
of an equation based on the 8 steps of model drawing. 
One of the examples given below in Figure 5, was 
developed by the authors using comparative model.

Figure 4. Eight steps of model drawing based on Hogan and Forsten (2007).
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4.3. Post-test
　　Under Covid-19 situation, post-test was conducted 
through online. Post-test also consisting six questions, 
one of them simple question to measure knowledge 
and comprehension and rest of five-word problem to 
measure application and higher ability.
 
4.4. Social Validity Survey
　　After the intervention lessons students of 
experimental class (EC) were given to fill the 
questionnaire to know their feelings regarding 
learning through model drawing and visualization.
 

5. Discussion of Result

5.1. Quantitative Analysis 
　　For a sample population of twenty-five students 
(n = 25), pre-test was conducted to measure base line 
of students. In Table 1 below, it was found that 
experimental class (EC), had significant difference in 
pre-test and post-test score.

　　The above Table 1 suggests that after the 
intervention lesson, experimental class (EC) had 
better mean score in a post-test. The standard 

deviation of EC in a pre-test is 1.18, however standard 
deviation of same EC in a post-test is 0.64. Because 
standard deviation of EC in a post-test is less than 
standard deviation of EC in a pre-test, we conclude 
that the experimental class (EC) has obtained more 
consistent scores and better performance because of 
intervention lesson through the model drawing and 
visualization.

Figure 5. Example of lesson development. Source: Developed by the authors.

Number of 
Students Average Standard

deviation
Pre-Test

25
3.16 1.18

Post-Test 5.64 0.64

Table 1. Pre- & Post-Test Comparison.

Figure 7. Histogram of score in Post-test.

Figure 6. Histogram of score in Pre-test.
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　　From Figure 6 above, the scores of students are 
not distributed normally in a pre-test. We can see that 
low scorer 1, 2 and 3 consist of 17 students out of 25 
students in Figure 6 and after the intervention lesson 
through model drawing and visualization all of those 
low scorer students shifted to score 4, 5 and 6 in a 
post-test in Figure 7, which is good sign of academic 
performance of students. 
　　Figure 8 and Figure 9, below show students’ 
performance in a post-test was better than pre-test. 
Questions 2-6 of a pre-test and questions 1-5 of a post-
test were similar types of questions. The correct 
response in knowledge and comprehension types of 
questions in a pre-test was found 76% however it was 
92% in post-test. Also, the correct response in an 
application and higher ability types of questions in a 
pre-test was found 41% however it was 94.4% in a 
post-test. 

　　Table 2 and Figure 10 shows the mean difference 
in the t-test result. From this result it is clear that the 
difference in the mean achievement before and after 

the intervention lessons are statistically significant at 
5% significance level. Therefore, we can conclude that 
the learning achievement after intervention lesson 
through model drawing and visualization, experimental 
class (EC) has better knowledge, comprehension, 
application skills as well as academic performance 
than before the intervention lesson. 
　　A social validity survey was given to the 
experimental class. The student’s response (n=28) in 
Figure 11, shows that strongly agree students, 68% 
likes, and 79% enjoyed the lesson through model 
drawing. 86% students think that other students of 
same age should also taught through model drawing. 
Also, 89% strongly agree that model drawing helps to 
solve the problem and 86% strongly agree that other 
students of same age should be taught through model 
drawing. However, only 4% of students strongly agree 
that through model drawing they had difficulty to 
understand the content. 

Figure 8. Correct response of students in Pre-test.

Figure 9. Correct response of students in Post-test.

Table 2. Paired Two Sample for Means.

Null hypothesis Ho µPr = µPo

Alternative hypothesis Ha µPr < µPo

Samples S.D. 1.1

Observed t-value -11.091

p-value (left one-tailed test) 0.000

Rationale: p-value 0.000 < α 0.05

Figure 10. Stratified dot plot of score.
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5.2. How students solved the problem
　　Here, one of the students randomly selected to 
show how students understand the problem and use 

their knowledge and application skills to solve the 
problem. 
　　Figure 12 and Figure 13 shows how problem 
solved by one of the students of EC. Only one student 
solves this problem in a pre-test implies most of the 
students had lack of interpretations, visualization, 
making mathematical equation, and solving problem 
ability at the time of pre-test. However, after the 
intervention lesson through model drawing and 
visualization 25 out of 25 students able to solve same 
kinds of problem utilizing interpretation, visualization 
and mathematical equation to arrive at solution in a 
post-test.

6. Area of further study
　　The intervention lesson through the model 
drawing and visualization for experimental class (EC) 
and through traditional regular approach for controlled 
class (CC) and their comparison should be further 
area of this study. Even, the study expects model 
drawing through visualization will be promising 
approach to solving word problem of equation. 
Furthermore, this study will be good guideline for 
further studies on this field.

7. Potential weakness/challenges of the study

　　Under Covid-19 situation this study constitutes 
only 25 students as a sample population which is very 
small and may not represent the whole population. 
The intervention lesson was conducted online by one 
of the authors using zoom and google classroom 
platform and online post-test conducted for students. 

Figure 11. Response of students in a Social Validity Survey.

Figure 12. Student solves the problem in Pre-test. 

Figure 13. Student solves the problem in Post-test.
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All data for this study collected through online may 
not represent actual circumstances like data collected 
through face to face. Also, this study is based on only 
one school of Nepal so we cannot generalize this result 
for all the schools of Nepal. Some of the challenges 
faced on online data collection that cannot be ignored 
were listed below: 
　　•　　Internet connectivity and low bandwidth
　　•　　Frequently electricity cut off, no backup
　　•　　Drawing bar in a mobile phone
　　•　　Individual/pair/group activity
　　•　　Interaction among teacher and students
　　•　　Possibility of sharing photo 
　　•　　Chance of copying in a test
　　•　　Forgot to submit the answer sheet

8. Conclusion 

　　The few studies carried out so far in Singapore. 
Ng & Lee (2005, 2009) and Kaur (2019) on model 
method shows that it helps students to improve their 
ability in solving arithmetic as well as algebraic word 
problems. The excellent achievement of Singapore’s 
students in the Trends in International Mathematics 
and Science Study (TIMSS, 2003, 2019), and also 
Programme for International Student Assessment 
(PISA, 2018) has drawn a lot of attention to school 
mathematics curriculum and textbooks used in 
Singapore. In several countries, the ‘model’ method 
has been emulated in classrooms. However, again 
there appears to be a dearth of research done on its 
efficacy in these classrooms. The few studies done so 
far, Mahoney (2012), and Morin et al. (2017) all reinforce 
efficacy of the model drawing and visualization.
　　In this study if we look at the result of pre-post-
test, we can say experimental class (EC), has low 
score in pre-test. However, after the intervention 
lessons, post-test confirm that EC had better score 
than before. So, we can conclude from the result of 
pre- & post-test that because the children were taught 
through model drawing and visualization approach 
guided through interpretations, visualization and 
mathematical equation and solution, students’ 
knowledge, comprehension and application skills 
becomes better than before and consequently, their 
academic performance increased.

References

Arcavi, A. (2003). The role of visual representations in 
the learning of mathematics. Educational Studies in 
Mathematics, Vol.52(3), pp.215-241.

Cai, J., & Lester, F. (2010). Why is teaching with 
problem solving important to student learning. 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
Research. Retrieved on Aug 22, 2021, from http://
www. nctm.org/uploadedFiles/Research_and_
Advocacy/research_brief_and_clips/Research_
brief_14_Problem_Solving.pdf. 

Curriculum Development Center (2007). National 
Curriculum Framework for School Education in 
Nepal. Sanothimi, Bhaktapur, Nepal: Curriculum 
Development Center.

Curriculum Development Center (2019). National 
Curriculum Framework for School Education in 
Nepal. Sanothimi, Bhaktapur, Nepal: Curriculum 
Development Center.

Curriculum Development Center (2020). Basic 
education curriculum grade 6-8. Sanothimi, 
Bhaktapur, Nepal: Curriculum Development Center. 

Curriculum Development Institute of Singapore 
(1987). A report on primary mathematics project 
(July 1980–Dec. 1987). Singapore: Curriculum 
Development Institute of Singapore.

Hogan, B. & Forsten, C. (2007). 8 step model drawing 
Singapore’s best problem-solving math strategies. 
Crystal Springs Books.

Kaur, B. (2019). The why, what and how of the ‘model’ 
method: a tool for representing and visualizing 
relationships when solving whole number arithmetic 
word problems. ZDM Mathematics Education. 
Vol.51, pp.151-161. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11858-
018-1000-y

Kho, T.H. (1987). Mathematics models for solving 
arithmetic problems. Fourth Southeast Asian 
Conference on Mathematical Education (ICMI-
SEAMS), Vol.4, pp. 345-351. Singapure: Institute of 
Education.

Lim, M. (2017). Solving math problems using bar model 
method. Printed in USA.

Mahoney, K. (2012). Effects of Singapore’s model 
method on elementary student problem-solving 
performance: Single-case research. Northeastern 
University Education Doctoral Theses. Paper 70, 
Retrieved on Dec 17, 2020, from http://hdl.handle.

Arvind Pratap ADHIKARI, Hiroki ISHIZAKA

140 国際教育協力研究　第 15 号



net/2047/d20002962
Metfesser, N., Michael, W.B. & Kirsner, D.A. (1969). 

Instrumentation of bloom krathwohl writing of 
behavioural objectives. Psychology in the Schools, 
Vol.6, pp.227-231. 

Miller, P.C. (2004). Opening the door: Teaching students 
to use visualization to improve comprehension. 
Education World. Retrieved from http://
educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev/profdev094.
shtml/Feb,2021.

Ministry of Education (2011). National Assessment of 
Student Achievement 2011 (Grade 8) a brief report. 
Sanothimi, Bhaktapur, Nepal: Government of Nepal 
Education Review Office.

Ministry of Education (2015). National Assessment of 
Student Achievement 2015 (Grade 3 and 5) a brief 
report. Sanothimi, Bhaktapur, Nepal: Government of 
Nepal Education Review Office.

Morin, L., Watson, M.R., Hester, P. & Raver, S. (2017). 
The use of a bar model drawing to teach word 
problem solving to students with mathematics 
difficulties. Hammill Institute on Disabilities. 
Learning Disability Quarterly, Vol.40(2), pp.91-104.

Murata, A. (2008). Mathematics Teaching and 
Learning as a Mediating Process: The Case of Tape 
Diagrams’. Mathematical Thinking and Learning, 
Vol.10(4), pp.374-406. 

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (2000). 
Principles and standards for school mathematics. 
Reston, VA: National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics.

National Mathematics Advisory Panel (2008). The 
final report of the National Mathematics Advisory 

Panel. Retrieved on Aug 21, 2021, from http://
www2.ed.gov/about/bescomm/list/mathpanel/
report/fifinal/report.pdf.

Ng, S.F., & Lee, K. (2005). How primary five pupils use 
the kmodel method to solve word problems. The 
Mathematics Educator, Vol.9(1), pp.60-83. 

Ng, S.F. & Lee, K. (2009). The Model Method: Singapore 
Children’s Tool for Representing and Solving 
Algebraic Word Problems. Journal for Research in 
Mathematics Education 2009, Vol.40(3), pp.282-313. 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (2019). PISA 2018 Assessment and 
Analytical Framework, PISA, , Paris: OECD 
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1787/b25efab8-en. 

Singapore Ministry of Education (2009). The Singapore 
model method for learning mathematics. Singapore: 
Ministry of Education.

Trends in International Mathematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS) (2003). Mullis, I.V.S., Martin, Gonzales 
E.J. & Chrostowski, S.J. (2003). TIMSS 2003 
International Mathematics Report: Finding from 
IEA’s Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study at the fourth and eighth grades.  
TIMSS & PIRL International Study Center. Lynch 
School of Education, Boston College. 

Trends in International Mathematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS) (2019). Mullis, I.V.S., Martin, M.O., 
Foy, P., Kelly, D.L. & Fishbein, B. (2019). TIMSS 
2019 International Results in Mathematics and 
Science. TIMSS & PIRL International Study Center, 
Lynch School of Education and Human Development, 
Boston College, and International Association for 
the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA). 

Impact of Model Drawing and Visualization to Solve Word Problem of Equation at Grade-8 in Nepal

141


