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Abstract : This paper aims to study early childhood education (ECE) teacher certification and in-service
teacher training in Japan. In Japan, most ECE teachers are trained in junior college and hold second class
teachers’ licenses. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) recommends
that ECE teachers hold upgraded licenses. ECE teachers continuously take training and certificate their
professional abilities.

We study how ECE teachers who took license upgrade training consider their own license upgrade and teacher
training. The questionnaire survey shows that teachers who have not upgraded their licenses until now were
motivated by being busy at work and in life, not knowing how to upgrade, seeing no necessity in upgrading, and
so on. Moreover, teachers’ reasons for taking upgrade training include improving their professional ability, the
necessity of having an upgraded license to become an ECE administrator, the fact that a training course was held
near their home, and so on. We must consider expanding the useful system of teacher training and the related
license upgrading process.

Keywords : carly childhood education teacher certification, in-service teacher training, teacher license
upgrading
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