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A Histrical Consideration of the Scientfic Explanatory Texts
in Japanese Textbooks used at Elementary School
——A Case of “Ari no Gyoretsu (Line of Ants)”

IKUTA Shinji

A purpose of this paper is to examine the scientific explanatory texts that have been continuously recorded for
a long time in Japanese Textbooks used at Elementary School in the postwar period, and to clarify the transition
of the learning contents. As an object of consideration, I will take up “Ari no Gyoretsu (Line of Ants)”

From the beginning, “Ari no gyoretsu” has been positively evaluated in terms of both subject matter and
expression. On the other hand, descriptions of the text have been criticized by experts and teachers, and
improvement plans was proposed. By accepting such plans and modified the ambiguity description of the texts,
the expression was refined. In addition, this texts have incorporated new learning content that suits the times.

That is also one of the reasons why this teaching material was recorded for a long time.
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